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Junior Angela Knox presents a speech about the importance of baptism
as part of the student lectures. As a computer science major, Knox
exemplified the diversity of the speakers. Photo by Kami Wentz.

The University Singers perform for a Benson Auditorium audience
after the lecture Monday night. Later in the program, the Singers joined
the Chorus and the Choir for several selections. Photo by Kami Wentz.

Lectureship explores answer for 'chaotic world'
using variety of examples from book of I Peter
by Indie Pereira

Bison staff writer
Focusing on the theme,
"Christ's Church in a Chaotic
World," more than 80 speakers
ahd 600 guests explored the
book ofI Peter during the 73rd
annual Bible Lectureship this
week.
Beginning with Ken Durham's keynote address on
Sunday night and continuing
through Mark Howell's wrapup Wednesday night, 147
sessions involved classes,
lectures, forums, special
programs, luncheons and
chapels.
Classes explored biblical
and textual studies, challenges
from the "chaotic world,"
special features and youth
ministry, along with special
classes for ladies, students and
Hispanics.
Allan !som, director of the
lectureship, said the program
went well and problems were
keptto a minimum. "The topics
and presenters connected with
the audience," he said. "There
is always a hitch or two, but
they were minor. The spirit on
campus is great. It is easy to
put together a lectureship
here."
The theme led presenters to
compare the chaotic church
faced by Christians today to
that of the churches in Asia
Minor at the time I Peter was
written.
Howell summed up in three
words the definition of discipleship when he called Christians to obedience because "we

A Bible opened to I Peter aids visitors to the Stevens Art Gallery in
making the most of the I Peter art show. For the fifth year, the art show
went hand-in-hand with the annual Harding Lectureships. Photo by
Kami Wentz.
are aliens in the world... scattered
in relationship to each other...
and chosen by God."
Of special interest to
students were the four sessions
each day presented by their
peers.
Sara Healy, a graduate
student from Albany, N.Y.,
considered it "an honor" to
speak on "The Role of the
Church in Scripture." She
related today's problems of
secularism, relativism, dys-

functional families and lack of
morality to the text in I Peter.
Ken Lewis, minister for the
Hispanic outreach program,
"Impact Houston," presented
the first lecture series in
Spanish during this year's
schedule while the Art
Department continued its fiveyear-old tradition of featuring
a display of art works related
to the lectureship theme.
Throughout the week,
various administrators and

faculty presented Christian
service awards for" exceptional
commitment to the kingdom
of God." In chapel on Tuesday,
senior public relations major
Allison Rector received the first
such recognition as a student
in honor of her work as director
of "Feed Arkansas" and her
involvement in other student
outreach programs.
Service awards also honored
Alvin and Georgia Hobby,
long-time missionaries, and
John and Rhunette Phillips, a
Christian couple who were
converted from Methodism in
the 80s and have taken a lead in
evangelizing their communities in the Little Rock/
Conway area.
Also recOgnized were Lynn
Rhodes in counseling, Jim
Howard in preaching, Ken Ellis
in youth ministry, F. Furman
Kearley in religious writing,
and the Sojourners organization for their volunteer work
for churches, camps, schools
and communities.
During the closing session,
President David Burks
announced the 1997 lectureship theme- "The Pre-eminent
Christ: The Bridge Over
Troubled Waters."
Isom said the book of
Colossians will serve as the text.
"The Colossians were wrestling over whether Christ had
come in the flesh, as well as
over problems the Jews had
with the old covenant becoming part of Christianity,"
he said in explaining the
decision. The date has been set
for Sept. 28-0ct. 1.
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Insights

My alann clock decided to take
a break from the monotony of its
usual routine on Monday. As a
result, I woke up 30 minutes late.
This late awakening forced me to
rush through a shower, don clothing
that I didn't have time to carefully
choose and sport the au naturale
look - which, by the way, is not a
look I happen to pull off well.
I stormed to chapel with a gray
cloud above my head and a frown
on my lipstickless lips. Creeping
into chapel late, I hunched down
deep in my seat and crossed my
anns over my chest. I was having a
bad day and nothing anyone could
say was going to change that.
As I stared sullenly at the nape
of the neck in front of me, a soft,
scratchy voice penetrated the gray
cloud I'd allowed to envelop me. I
looked up to see a bald, feeblelooking man smiling from behind a
podium that seemed to almost
overpower him.
When Charlie Hester began to

Struggle to live inspires new perspective
unravel his story, the dreariness of
my morning quickly faded in
comparison. The description of his
struggle brought tears to my eyes.
It also forced me to take a good look
at myself.
Charlie Hester persuaded me
to look at my attitude, and to tell
you the truth, it wasn't a pretty
sight. In fact, it was ugly.
I've been letting rainy days or
pop quizzes turn perfectly normal
days into excuses to complain. I've
been frowning much more than
smiling, groaning much more than
giggling. Basically, I've been feeling
sOTIY for myself - thinking that my
class schedule is too heavy, my
newspaper responsibilities too
great, and my fiance too far away.
Charlie Hester wakes up every
morning to a daily struggle with a
disease that is literally sucking the
life out of his body. Myonlyphysical
ailment when I awake in the
morning is the fact that light hurts
my eyes and I have to squint.

Charlie Hester drinks the
nutrition his body needs from a
glass because he is unable to digest
solid foods. My only problem with
eating is that I do it a little too
much.
Charlie Hester deals daily with
pain that only cancer patients can
fully comprehend. The only pain
that I deal with is an occasional
headache from staring at a
computer screen too long.
But here's the amazing thing:
Charlie Hester, a man with more
reason to complain than I can
comprehend, stood before a full
Benson Auditorim with the
intention of encouraging students
like ~, students who complain
about unfair teachers and high
phone bills, students who get
discouraged when Friday nights
are passed in lonely donn rooms or
when exams are composed of essay
questions rather than scantron
sheets of multiple choice answers.
By the time Charlie Hester sat

down at the
conclusion
of his address, my
emotions
were spent and my pride had been
pierced. I was ashamed.
~~esdaymorning, Iemerged
from the New Apartment Donn and
clawed my way through the dreary
stickiness of the morning fog. Over
the course of the day, I spilled Dr.
Pepper down the front of my Tshirt, endured a quiz in Spanish
and tripped walking up the stairs to
the Bison office.
But guess what? By noon, the
sun had come out and the dreary
fog was gone, the T-shirt I was
weartngwas old and darkly colored
and didn't even show a stain, I did
pretty well on my Spanish quiz and
the guy who witnessed my
clumsiness on the stairs told me
that he'd tripped over a backpack
only a few minutes earlier.
Yeah, it was a pretty good day.
AntfreD Starle
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Issues

by Christy Pitman
Bison guest writer
~Go Bisonsl" The crowd cheers as
they root for their team, unaware or
perhaps without care that they are
grammatically incorrect.
l"or as long as can be remembered,
Harding students and fans have cheered
for the ~Bisons," which is the incorrect
plural form of the word bison. But
recently, Harding cheerleaders have
made a change. They have swapped
their cheers from ~Go Bisons," the
traditional chant, to ~Go Bison," the
grammatically correct word.
Undoubtedly, many students feel
that it is silly to make a big deal out of
how they cheer for their team, but, when
you consider the bigger picture here, it is
a big deal.
As Harding students and fans, we
need to remember that we are
representing the university, not only for
the community, but also for visitors and
newcomers.
Other universities, such as David
Lipscomb, share the Bison mascot;
however, they do not particlpate in the
unique Harding tradition of referring to
their team as the Bisons. In fact,
Lipscomb students would probably get a
good laugh ifthey ever attended a Harding
football game.
Although the cheers are the major
advertiser for Harding's grammatical
error, you don't have to attend a game to
be aware of Harding's 'tradition: Just
the other day, I was driving past the
football field when I glanced over to see
the following posted big and bold high in
the stands: GO HARDING BISONSI

Grammar or tradition: which?
HardingIs a well respected university
that is known world wide for educational
excellence, yet we are advertising to the
community that we don't know correct
grammar. We, as students and faculty,
should take more pride in Harding and
in how we are represented.
Perhaps no one has brought this
issue up in the
past, but now
that students
are aware oflt,
changes really
should be lnltiated. It is one
thing for a
problem to go
unnoticed, but
when it is
stated and a
solution can be
clearly seen,
corrections
should
be
made.
I realize
that as human
beings, it Is
naturally hard
for us to break
old habits. And
I understand
that it will definitely take a
while for fans
to catch on to
the changes. But,
with time, memories of Harding's
grammatically incorrect ways will pass.
Change is good, espectallywhenitis
needed. Let us be known as the student
body that broke Harding tradition I

by Dinna King
copy editor

Bison

Recently, the Harding community
has become aware of the unrest that has

spread across campus concerning our
beloved mascot - the Bison. The reason
for this disturbance ls that someone
realized we
were using the
incorrect plural form of the
word ~bison."
As a result, the
cheerleaders of
our football
team have exchanged their
outfits and
their cheers for
MBlson" and
MGo Bison,"
and several
staff members
are jotntng in
with them in
an effort to
popularize this
new trend.
On the
one hand, I
appreciate the
effort to protect our language, but I
also believe
that, in this case, no
protection is necessruy because the
Bisons in no way threaten the English
language with their plural form,
Let me explain: If we were only
speaking about the famous animal, the

Great American Bison, I am sure
everyone would agree that we should
call it MbIson," whether referring to one
or a whole herd of them. However, the
Harding Blsons are more than just the
animal. MBisons" is a proper name
identifying our university's intercollegiate
athletic teams.
As the Harding University Bisons
FootballMedJa.Guide 1996-1997states,
MOur nickname was selected years ago
by our student body; so we reserve the
right to spell It in a special way.;' In other
words, the BIsons originated at Harding,
and no one other than the Harding
family decides what the plural fonn of
our mascot will be.
Now that we have established that
the decision Is up to us - not up to a
grammar book or a dictionary - I would
like to ask what we would gain by
changing the Blsons to Mthe Bison?" I
can understand that people who don't
go to games and don't yell MGo Bisons"
might say, MOh well, just go ahead and
change our name to the grammatically
correct form."
But those of us who love our Bisons
and continue to rejoice in their victories
and mourn their losses know that the
correct name for our school mascot is
HardingBlsons. They are our own-they
have been in the past, so let them
continue to be for those who come after
us.
Let us not take away the traditional
familiarity and personal relationship we
have had with our athletic teams by
calltngthem by the generic, bortngname
MBlson." Instead, let us continue to be
what we have been from the beginningthe Harding University Bisons.
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StuAent

Happenings

Surveys

We surveyed 100 seniors to fmd out how many
times they had changed majors over their years at
Harding. These are the results:

October 4, 1993, the Russian military loyal to
President Boris Yeltsin shelled the Russian White
House, the symbol of Russian independence from
communist rule.
1

5 0 -,_.................................................._............__ .. _ .. _....._................................. .

40

A= none
B=1
C=2
D=3

30

E=4/more

20

October 4, 1957, the fIrst successful man-made
earth satellite, Sputnick I ("fellow traveller of earth")
was fIred into orbit from the USSR's Tyuratam
launch site. Sputnick transmitted radio signals
for 21 days. This event marked the beginning of
the Space Age and man's exploration beyond the
earth.
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Reflections

Confronting a dirty word
by Robin Jubela
Bison cqlwnnlst

Confrontation. For most of us, it's a scary word. What does it mean to you? Does the
word conjure up images of "heated discussions," hurt feelings and bruised egos?
Whether we think of initiating it or receiving it. the confrontation issue is rarely
considered a pleasant one. So unappealing is the act of confronting others that we often
go to extremes in order to avoid it. Many times, we are aware of sin in a friend's life but
we buy into the lie the world tells us - that it's none of our business. We convince ourselves
that we're only responsible for ourselves and that others should be left alone to "live their
own life."
Furthermore, we certainly don't want to appear "holier than thou" by pointing out
someone else's error when we have plenty of our own to deal with. Perhaps most
importantly, we decide that confronting a friend about a specific sin we observe in his or
her life could Jeopardize the friendship, so we avoid it altogether.
The problem with these justifications is that they contradict what the Bible teaches
about confronting a brother or sister. The Bible teaches responsibility and concern for
both ourselves and each other. Galatians 6: 1 says, "if someone 1s caught in a sin, you who
are spiritual should restore him gently." The verse does not say to ignore the sin - even
in the attempt to preserve a friendship.
I think the main reason Christians have trouble with the issue of confrontation is that
we overlook a key word in the verse - GENTLY. If gentleness was at the center of our
confrontations, chances are they would go much smoother and be much more effective.
Our gentleness would make it clear that we truly care about the person we are confronting
and that we sincerely hope for a positive change in his or her life as a result.
One of the most important elements in successful confrontation is love. Countless
scriptures command that we love each other, and this should not change when sin
occurs. As Hebrews 13:1 says, "Keep on loving each other as brothers." In other words,
DONT STOP! Even when difficult situations arise, our love for each other should be
constant.
When we know a brother or sister has wronged us or wronged God with sin, Jesus
says to "go and show him his fault. just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you
have won your brother over" (Matt. 18: 15). I believe that, if it is done with sincere love,
confrontation between two children of God will most likely be effective. In my experience,
the scariest part has been when I knew I should be confronting someone and Ijust hadn't
done it. Once I approached the person, the worst part was over and things almost
immediately improved.
Although confronting a friend is difficult, it certainly beats the alternative - not saying
or doing anything at all. Without our intervention as fellow Christians, several negative
consequences can result. First, our friends don't know we care about their lives because
we don't show them that their actions matter to us and to God. Second, we are tempted
to harden our hearts against the person who has wronged us or to gOSSip about them if
the problem isn't discussed face to face. Third, the behavior will most likely continue if
the person isn't convicted of the seriousness of his or her sin. Nothing is corrected if the
person continues to sin. If we, as brothers and sisters in Christ, do not decide to be
responsible for ourselves and for each other, how can we expect to grow and mature? We
need to challenge each other in the faith by confronting each other with our sins.
Simply put. confrontation shouldn't be thought of as a dirty word or action. It
certainly isn't an easy thing to do, but the peace felt as a result of lovingly confronting a
fellow Christian about a sin in his or her life is definitely worth the initial discomfort. It's
time to be responsible for each other; it's time we let our Christian family know how much
we care.

Editor's Note:
This space is being reservedfor student submissions
to the Bison each week. To be considered for publication,
send your letter, poem or pencil draWing to Box 1192 two
weeks before publication date. AU submissions must include
the signature and phone number of the creator.
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Cast prepares for musical;
to present 'Me and My Girl'
by Diana King
and Emily Scheuennan

. "Me and My Girl," by L.
Arthur Rose and Douglas
Furber, will be the featured
musical for Homecoming
Oct. 24-26. Selected by
directors Robin Miller and
Cindee Stockstill, the story
is set in England.
This year's musical is
different in style from most
of the ones performed in
recent years. "This show
attracted us because it is
funny and has fun music,
whereas, during the last
several years, the style has
been very serious and
dramatic," Miller said.
"It's just a feel-good kind
of show,
said Eve
Clevenger, a senior music
major who plays the role of
Jackie in the musical.
As the storyline develops,
several of the characters are
trying desperately to gain
possession of a large
inheritance, left originally
by the Earl of Hereford to
Gerald, a non-heir [played
by senior Henry McDaniel].
The surviving duchess
[played by junior Rochelle
Rose], however, searches for
a legitimate successor who
would receive the abundant
inheritance.
When the true heir, Bill
[played by freshman Tim
Pell], is found, it is
discovered that he comes
from the lowest class and,
although he has the blood,
he does not have the
education for such high
society.
He is brought to the
country estate outside of
London to aquaint himself
with the social airs and
graces.
When Jackie, who is
engaged to Gerald, discovers that the true heir has
appeared, she tries to
II

undermine everyone, including Bill's fiancee Sally
[played by Angela Sholl],
in order to get in on a part
of the inheritance.
Sholl described her
character as a woman who
is uneducated and raw.
"Sally has a good heart,
and she just wants what is
best for her fiance," Sholl
said.
The light nature of the
story is evident throughout
as the comic dialogue
intertwines with the
scheming of wealthy characters for both love and
money.
The lead roles were cast
last spring and got a head
start on the others during
summer music camp in
August.
Other actors and the
chorus auditioned early this
fall, reading from a prepared monologue and/or
singing a song from the
show.
At this point, the cast
practices each evening. The
students involved work
well together, according to
Sholl. "The Jeople are
wonderful, an I have had
so much fun," she said.
"This summer, I even
learned how to tap dance."
Miller expects to begin
rehearsals on weekends
next week. Most practices
involve dance and vocal
rehearsals for the chorus
while the lead characters
rehearse their scenes.
The Oct. 24 performance
will be especially for local
elementary school children.
Traditional Homecoming
performances of the musical will be Friday and
Saturday, Oct. 25-26.
Regardless of who is in
the audience, they will
"definitely leave the
auditorium singing the
songs," Miller said.

~

Senior public relations major Allison Rector accepts a plaque and a hug from
President David Burks in honor of her selection for a Christian service award,
the first recognition of its kind to a Harding student. Rector directs the ~/Feed
Arkansas" program and has worked with the Angel Tree project and the Little
Rock Inner City Carnival. The plaque was presented during Tuesday's chapel
as part of the Lectureship Committee's series of awards. Rector is the
daughter of David and Janine Rector of Searcy. Photo by Jeff Montgomery.

37th Annual
World Mission Workshop
October 17-20

Harding University
World Mission Workshop, Box 2280, Searcy, AR 72149 or Call (S01) 279-4067
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Summer campaigners prepare to teach others
by Aaron Wegner
Bison staff writer

Although international
campaigns have long played a
vital role at Harding in
spreading the word of God
across the seas, this summer's
campaigns will be special
because they will mark the 30th
consecutive summer that
campaigners have left Harding
to venture around the world.
Internationals campaigns
are being led for the 11 th year
by Dwight and Barby Smith.
Preparations are already well
under way, with meetings for
interested students held every
Wednesday night in the
McInteer building.
Campaigns are a six-week
commitment that requires
participants to leave May 19
and return around June 30.
Students may choose from a
wide variety of countries to
travel to, but the countries with
the greatest need for students
are England, Finland, Germany, Hungary and Italy.
As the students leave the

States and arrive in their
designated country, their
agenda is to spread the word of
God quickly, effectively and in
a manner that will reach as
many ~eople as possible.
Thell' activities will include
setting up Bible studies,
knocking on doors, going into
schools, singing in public
~laces and handing out
literature.
"God can multiply the
talents of these students in
ways that they can't even begin
to imagine," said Heather
Little, secretary of the International Campaigns office.
"Campaigners are often able
to influence people by their
presence alone and, other
times, effects of their influence
will not be seen for years."
Although various challenges await prospective
campaigners around the world,
they must first overcome the
obstacles they will face here at
Harding in the next seven
months.
For most students, the
largest of these obstacles is

raising funds. Most Harding
campaigners will write
approximately 100 letters to
families, churches and relatives
in search of donations. From
those letters, they hope for a 30
percent response rate.
"If it comes down to the end
and the money is still short, I
will rely on faith and prayer
because God always has a way
of accomplishing His will,"
said Gary Bull, a sophomore
who is planning to go to New
Zealand.
"There was an incident a few
years ago when a guy who
really wanted to go on a
campaign simply did not have
enough money," Smith said.
"All of his club brothers got
together and raised over $800
for him to be able to go. God's
people can work in amazing
ways."
Although the primary goal
of international campaigns has
always been to teach the Gospel
to those who have never been
able to learn, the benefits an
individual campaigner can
take away from the experience

is truly something special.
"There is a great growth that
takes place incampaigners,and
they will never be the same
again," Smith said. "Those
people who were always so far
away become real people with
real needs. Campaigners will
never be able to look at
themselves or at the world in
the same way again."
Eric WaJ.1a.ce, a sophomore
who is planning to go to
Australia, said, "1 have always
heard of the great impact a
campaigner can have on
people's lives, and I want to be
able to make an impact, too. I
want to tell people who have
never heard the Gospel about
Jesus' life and message and all
the opportunities a Christian
life offers."
"1 feel itis my responsibility
as a Christian to help those
people, and I know they can
help me to grow as a person as
well," Bull said. "The greatest
gift a person can give is a smile,
and that smile always comes
when you tell the story of Jesus
Christ."

Volunteers call alumni, friends
to raise $ 1 million over 3 years
by Yvonda Fletcher
Bison staff writer

Since Sept. 8, faculty members and a handful of volunteer
students have been calling
alumni and friends of
Harding, asking them to make
a three'-year pledge of $1,200
in order to fund Harding's
scholarships, which presently
are creating an annual $2.4
million deficit for the
university .
According to
Doug
Campbell, director of alumni
gifts, participants in the project
hope to raise $1 million of this
in the three-year period.
"Right now, we are averaging
$45,000 a night," said Lance
Aljion, a senior from Fresno,
Calif., who is student director
of the phonathon.
The volunteer students had
various reasons for their
involvement with the phonathon.
Matt Cosby, a junior from
Shreveport, La., said, "I

volunteered as a part of my
sales internship class. Wewere
required to have six hours of
phone sales, so I decided to
work on the phonathon."
Lisa Beth Lightsay, a
sophomore from Broken
Arrow, Okla., said, "I heard
about the project from a friend,
and since I'm a business major
I thought it would be a great
experience. "
According to Lightsay, the
response has been positive but
not always lucrative. "P:gle
are pretty tied up £man. y.
Many were friendly but very
firm that they couldn't give,"
Cosby said.
"If the phonathon doesn't
raise enough funds, we will
have to visit some alumni and
ask them face to face,"
Campbell said.
"Raising these funds is so
important because so many
students, including me,
depend On the scholarships
that Harding provides,"
Lightsay said.

Alyson Case (left> and Denise Snider study a variety ofrocks for
their introductory geology test. The library provided the right
atmospherefor students to work together. Photo by Kami Wentz.
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Great Pizza
Great Price
Free Delivery
I •

$6
Get a large one-topping pizza or a medium one-topping
pizza and two drinks delivered for only $6+tax
Call 268-4107

Cree Mee
Drive-In
Specializing in:
Chili Dogs,
Old Fashioned
Milkshakes,
and Funnel Cakes

Check your
coupon book for
a free milks hake
and Come try our
Foot Long Chili
Dog and 24 oz.
Soft drink for
only $1.99
Next to ClnelD8 5

Offer good after 8 pm with a valid student !D. Please mention this coupon when ordering.

268-7195
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Dr. Linda Thornton explains her interest in gangs
by Sandra Totty
Bison guest writer

Using a newspaper as a teaching tool, Dr. Linda Thornton shares her knowledge with students in an
education class. Thornton co-taught the class with Dr. Maribeth Downing. Photo by Kami Wentz.

Induction week activities begin Sunday;
clubs offer unifiying traditions for students
by Leigh Brannan
Bison staff writer

"squire," makes his own
armor, and uses a pipe
"lance" filled with shaving
cream and a pillow attached
to the end. Then, they
"gallop" down the lanes and
battle each other.
The winner is determined
by the amount of shaving
cream found on each squire
when the battle is over. The
final winner must compete
against last year's winning
squire, Paul Glover, a junior
from Hattiesburg, Miss. The
squires also plan and conduct
devotionals, which, according to Morris, provide a
special bonding time for
them.
In Delta Gamma Rho,
inductees are required to
decide upon a service project.
The planning of the project
helps to unify the girls.
"During the week, the
inductees plan a community
service project," explained
Vice President Beth Luallen,
a senior from Searcy, Ark,
"and on Thursday, they tell
the other members the plan,
and everyone goes to work"
Inductees will wear chain
links the entire week, and on
induction night, the circles

Sunday, Oct. 6, will begin
a week of activities that many
students have been anticipating since school started
in August.
Club Induction Week begins with the distribution of
formal invitations Sunda y
afternoon, After congratulatory receptions by each
social dub, induction will
shift into high gear, with
inductees trying to complete
induction books and attend
meetings every night.
Each ind uctee must keep a
detailed account of activities
each day. Traditionally, the
most popular induction book
requirenent is obtaining the
signatures of approxilnately
100 people, Perhaps because
of this assignment, students
meet many new people
during the week
Many clubs have activities
that are unique to them.
Knights, for example, have
an annual joust. Mike Morris,
a senior from Hernando,
Miss., and Knights president,
explained this medieval
tradition: each inductee, or
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will be linked together to
symbolize their unity,
Kappa Gamma Epsilon
has unifying activitiesbefore
and after inductions, Becky
Darnell, a junior from
Smithville, Ark, said that,
before the inductees' activities begin, they play a
game thatinvolvescomplete
trust between members.
The same game is played
again after all the inductees
have joined. During the
week, the club will experience a bonding activity
called "crossing the river."
Without uttering a sound,
inductees must help each
other cross a river safely.
Darnell points to this river
crossing as a trust builder
for inductees.
Although induction activities vary from club to
club, all are designed to build
unity among the new
members in order to
integrate them into the club
asa whole.

News reports about gang
activity followed by an
interview with an expert on
gangs and gang violence are
commonplace on the evening
news, but many people may
be surprised to discover that
Harding has its own expert on
gangs. Dr. Linda Thornton
recently received her doctorate
in educational leadership, and
her dissertation was about
gangs.
Thornton taught in Florida
public schools for 25 years and
chose to research gangs
because she had seenstudents
in her hometown in Florida
joining gangs for no apparent
reason. Her knowledge of her
husband's experiences in law
enforcement also influenced
her decision.
Thornton had the opportunity to spend some time
with gang members in both
alternative and public schools.
Concerning this experience
she said, if I really liked
everyone whom I interviewed
tremendously. It was amazing.
They were fine, upstanding
boys, You would never think
by the way they talked to you
[that they were in a gang]."
Thornton attributes the rise
in the number of gangs to what
Maria Kopp, a researcher and
author from Budapest, Hungary, calls the "missing
protector factor,"
This theory states that
everyone needs a secure base,
and, because of rapid social
change, many cannot find this
security in the home. When
this base is not present, teens
look other places, often turning
to a group instead of looking
to God, she said.
Thornton believes that the
idea of a blood covenant is
interwoven throughout the
gang subculture. Security and
support come from "the
brotherhood," she said.
The blood covenant
provides a protector factor.
This covenant is not a new
concept; it has been prevalent
in primitive societies for years.
Thornton likens this blood
covenant to the blood
covenant Christians have with
God. She said gang members
want the protection and

security that Christians find
in God.
Because of her knowledge
concerning gangs, Thornton
said, "I attach more
importance to my blood
covenant with God than I did
before."
Thornton acknowledges
that Little Rock, or some other
large city, would be a better
place to study the gang
subculture, but said she and
her husband decided to move
to Searcy when their oldest
daughter was nearing college
age. "I moved to college with
my daughter," she said.
Few experts have anybright
predictions concerning the
futme of gangs. Thornton
believes that the church is the
best hope for controlling and
fighting the gang problem that
America faces.
Among the best methods of
dealing with gangs is mentoring. Thornton suggests
programs in which the men of
the church agree to be a
protector and role model for
teen-age boys of the community. She also says that the
best thing any Christian can
do is pray that God's will be
done.
Thornton is a 1968 graduate
of Harding. She teaches child
and adolescent development,
research methods and social
studies for the elementary
teacher.

279-3644

When we fill your prescription,
all you have to say is,

'Bill it to my dad.'
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Located in the Searcy Medical Center
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300 South Remington
Searcy, AR 72143

279-4341

Boyce Arnett, P.O.
Class of '66
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Inlramurals
American League

Tigers
Orioles
Rangers
Yankees
Twins
Royals

6-1
5-3
3-4
2-5
2-5
1-7

National League

Braves
1V1ets
Dodgers
Giants
Cardinals

6-1
4-2
4-3
2-4
0-6

Fall Skills Winners
Softball throw/Rance Gregg
Basepads run/James Scott
Football throw/Mike Salsa
Football kick/ Alan Seim
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Cross country teams aim for recognition '~;~11)' ,~~,
Bison sports editor

'tuesday, 'Thursday
and Saturday nights

Fall Hours
Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. toll p.m.
Reservations accepted

II

by Paul King

J:i1/e Music

301 E. Market Ave.
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Kappa Gamma Epsilon's Dawn Blaylock prepares to swingfor the fence" in a game this week against Ju Go
Ju. Blaylock's team pulled out the victory. Photo by Kami Wentz.

The men's and women's
cross country teams kicked off
the new season with first-place
finishes in the first two meets,
only to fall to second and fifth
place in last week's UALR
Classic.
Although the men could
accomplish only a second place
in the Classic, they defeated
four NCAA Division I teams
enroute to the final standings.

The women's fifth place came
in a 10-team roster of competitors.
In the season's first meet,
both Harding teams came out
on top against four schools.
Competing against eight teams
in the next meet, Harding won
in both divisions.
Led by Jonah Tanui, who
has a best time this year of
20:28 in the 4-mile run and 24:56
in the 8,000-meter run, the
men's team's performance is
aided by juniors Tommy Noel
and Abe Kirwa and seniors

Jonathan Dandy and Jonathan
Griffin.
The women's team is led by
freshmen Kelly Lauterbach,
with a 19:05 in the 5K run, and
Cheri Scharff, with a 19:06.
Harding's main competition
is expected to come from
Abilene Christian University,
who boasts the three fastest
men's and women's times in
the Lone Star conference.
The Bisons will travel to
Stillwater, Okla., this weekend
to compete in a meet at
Oklahoma State University.
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Men's Club Softball Results
Big club' A' champions - Pi Kappa Epsilon
Middle Club' A' champions - Chi Sigma Alpha
Middle club 'B' champions - Theta Tau Delta

It's possible, though, to
get its attention.
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Today is the last day to sign up for intramural volleyball
and intramural table tennis in the student center.
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Bison Sports Challenge
Sponsored by Mazzio's Pizza
Last week's winner: Jason Wyatt

Division II Football
[] Harding at Northeastern Oklahoma St. []
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A Bison setter lofts the ball for a teammate in preparation for a score against the University of Northern
Alabama. The Lady Bisons lost the match 3-1 enroute to a 7-11 record so far. Photo by Kami Wentz.
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Coaches search for team cohesiveness
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by Paul King
Bison sports editor

Tie Breaker
Penn St. at Ohio St.

5(ore

Welcome, arm-chair quarterbacksl
This is a chance for you. the Harding student. to battle wits with
The Bison Sports Editor and be eligible for a free medium pizza
and four drinks at the same time. Cut out the entire entry sheet
and drop it in the Bison Sports Challenge box at the Campus Mail
window before Friday at 10 p.m. HAVE FUN!

: Name ____________________________

I Phone
Box #'---_ _
L ___________________

~

With a slew of new players
and no seniors, the Lady Bison
volleyball coaches have been
trying to find the cohesiveness
in what they consider "a
talented team." Early in the
year, the seven freshmen were
adjusting to school work, social
life and a different coaching
style.
"It's tou§h to get adjusted to
all of that, ' student assistant
Lori Hendricks said.
Now, the team is moving
from its initial awkwardness
to learning to playas a team. In
an attempt to give his team
more playing experience,
Coach Karyl Bailey has been
starting each game with a
different lineup. "This will give
us a chance to view how
different players react to each
other and to a given situation,"
he said.
The coaches are hoping to
get some new leadership from
the returning players. As one
of the four returners, junior
captain Hannah Crider has had

Harding Cleaners

to make adjustments in her
own game. Following last year
as a backrow player, Crider is
lending her experience to anew
position as setter. According
to Hendricks, "Setter is one of
the toughest positions because
of the required timing, and
Crider is doing a great job."
Other returning players are
iuniors LeKay Bain and
Jennifer Stein, and sophomore
Heather Gray, all from Texas.
In preparation for NCAA
Division II play, Harding is
jamming its schedule with
more than 30 matches before
the regional tournament.
The road ahead for the Lady
Bisons could be a rough one.
After falling again to
Henderson State Tuesday
night in Arkadelphia, their
overall record is 7-11. The loss
came on the heels of a home
victory over John Brown
University, 3-1. "We always
like playing at home," Bailey
said in response to the home
court victory.
Although the team hopes to
improve throughout the year
and finish strong, they are
already assured of a bid to the
regional tournament because
Harding will be host to that
tournament in mid-November.
''We want to be ready [as a
team] when we get to
regionals," Bailey said. Since

we have an automatic bid into
the tournament, we won't have
to worry about having a good
enough record."
The transition to NCAA
Division II finds both NAIA
and NCAA teams lining UP. to
play the Lady Boons. Bailey
said that this year's overall
volleyball schedule is the
toughest he's seen in his 30
years at Harding, including 14
years in women's sports. "Our
opponents won't be limited to
Division II schools in NCAA
play either," he said. "Harding
will be playing some Division
I schools, along with the NAIA
teams.
"Other teams will want to
take advantage of our
youthfulness," Ba.ileysaid. This
is sure to add to the pressure of
the schedule.
With no talent leavin ,
Hendricks said next year9s
team should shape up to be
"even better than this year's."
With this in mind, Bailey is
confident in this year's team.
"We will keep working hard
and try to keep our heads up,"
he said. "Thetalentisdefinitely
here."
The Lady Boons have four
remaining matches at home,
including one Tuesday [Oct. 8]
against Ouachita Baptist
University. Game time is set
for 7 p.m.

Kick For Ca$
ost

Stil

Conveniently located at the south side of campus on East Park Ave
279-4247 • M-F 7:00-5:30

FREE TICKET
Get your free ticket
at each home
game inside the
gate. If your ticket
is drawn, you could
win $10,000!

279-3400
Member FDIC
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